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What is a Brownfield?

Sharon Steel, Dearborn

ñAbandoned, idle, or underused industrial and 

commercial properties where redevelopment is 

complicated by real or perceived contamination.ò



Why Redevelop a Brownfield?

ÅRetention / Recovery of Tax Base

ÅReuse of Existing Infrastructure

ÅImprovements to Environment

ÅEliminate Blight 

ÅCatalyst for Future Redevelopment

ÅPreservation of Greenspace



Our Purpose:  

Level the Playing Field.

Brownfield Grants and Loans

Ausco Manufacturing, Benton Harbor



Grants:

ÅUp to $1,000,000*

GVSUôs Renewable Energy Center, 

Muskegon

Brownfield Grants and Loans

Loans:

ÅUp to $1,000,000*

* Per Applicant per Year



Grant / Loan Eligible Activities

ÅEvaluations 

ÅBaseline Environmental Assessments

ÅDue Care / Remedial Action 

(as needed for redevelopment)

ÅSometimes Demolition

Farmerõs Market, Jackson



Brownfield Grant Requirements

Pere Marquette Lake 

condominiums and marina at the 

former Star Watch Case

Ludington

1. Property must be a 

facility.

2. No viable liable 

parties.

3. Redevelopment 

must be identified. 



Grand Valley State University 

graduate business school at 

the former Mt. Vernon 

Foundry, 

Grand Rapids

Brownfield Loan Requirements

1.Property only has to be a 

suspected facility.

2.Liability not a deal killer.

3.Redevelopment must 

only be likely. 


